Explanation or description of the Journalism Concentration:

While completing the 10 required Core courses for the BA in Communication, the required Internship course (COMM410 or COMM420), and 6 hours of a foreign language, the student can select the concentration in Journalism. This concentration is 18 hours of coursework, which mirrors the other two concentrations. Courses proposed for the Journalism concentration are as follows:

Required courses (9 credit hours):

JOUR 210 Fundamentals of Journalism, 3 credits
JOUR 220 News Reporting and Writing 1, 3 credits
JOUR 240 News Editing, 3 credits

After completing the three required core JOUR courses, the student must select one journalism track for an additional 9 credit hours.

Student will choose one of the four tracks below:

Print Journalism Track (Pick 3 Courses):
JOUR 300 Magazine and Feature Writing, 3 credits
JOUR 320 News Reporting and Writing 11, 3 credits
JOUR 400 Advanced News Reporting and Writing, 3 credits
JOUR 410 Investigative Journalism
JOUR 225 Layout and Design for Publication, 3 credits
COMM 330 Media Writing, 3 credits
ENG 341 Advanced Composition
BADM 214 Microcomputer Applications in Business

Graphic Journalism Track (Pick 3 Courses):
JOU 225 Layout and Design for Publication, 3 credits
ART 123 Introduction to Computer Graphics
ART 226 Typography
ART 330 Digital Imaging
ART XXX Digital Photography
ART 440 Basic Photography
COMM 360 Video Production I

Broadcast Journalism Track (Pick 3 Courses):

JOUR 410 Investigative Journalism
COMM 320 Audio Production I
COMM 360 Video Production I
SPEE 212 Voice and Diction
SPEE 310 Public Speaking
SPEE 401 Argumentation and Debate
THEA 306 Fundamentals of Acting
THEA 310 Acting for the Media
THEA 360 Script Analysis

Professional Journalism Track (Pick 3 Courses):

JOUR 330 Community Journalism
JOUR 410 Investigative Journalism
COMM 430 News and Public Affairs, 3 credits
COMM 450 Media Law
COMM 460 Investigative Journalism, 3 credits
GEOG 431 Political Geography
PHIL 320 Introduction to Ethics
POLI 311 Political Parties and Pressure Groups
POLI 320 State and Local Government
POLI 411 Public Opinion and Propaganda
POLI 422 American Foreign Policy
POLI 430 International Politics
SOCI 220 Contemporary Social Problems

Nine new JOUR courses will support the proposed concentration in Journalism:
(Course syllabi are attached to this proposal; Course Catalog Descriptions Below)

JOUR 210 Fundamentals of Journalism, 3 credits
JOUR 220 News Reporting and Writing I, 3 credits
JOUR 225 Layout and Design for Publication, 3 credits
JOUR 240 News Editing, 3 credits
JOUR 300 Magazine and Feature Writing, 3 credits
JOUR 320 News Reporting and Writing II, 3 credits
JOUR 330 Community Journalism, 3 credits
JOUR 400 Advanced News Reporting and Writing, 3 credits
JOUR 410 Investigative Journalism, 3 credits

JOUR 210 Fundamentals of Journalism (3-3-0)
This course introduces students to researching, reporting, and writing news stories for print, broadcast, Internet and other media. Through extensive reporting/writing assignments, guest speakers, and quizzes on current events, the course will cover the nature of news, journalistic style, the preparation of manuscripts for publication, the development of leads, interviewing techniques, selection and organization of facts, and the difference between various media styles. Pre-requisite: COMM 210.

JOUR 220 News Reporting and Writing I (3-3-0) 
This course is designed to help students develop their niche for news reporting and writing.  Students will be exposed to news gathering practices, write and report the news, and learn students in unique styles of print as well as on-line journalism. It will explore the constant writing of news stories and emphasizes policy, principles, and concepts basic to the field of journalism. Pre-requisite: JOUR 210.
JOUR 225 Layout and Design for Publication (3-3-0)
The course is designed to provide practical journalism experience to students who will help with the  production of The Voice. Students will be writing stories, creating artwork, designing pages, and handling advertising for the school newspaper. There are no prerequisites for this course. Students are expected to work with editors of The Voice in order to receive and complete assignments. Assignments will begin immediately and progress to increasingly difficult and complex news stories. Pre-requisite: JOUR 210.
JOUR 240 News Editing (3-3-0)
This course will focus on advanced and specialized public life news reporting for the print media. Employing sophisticated methods, including public records searches, computer-assisted reporting and archival research; students will develop and polish their reporting, and gain a greater understanding of how news is constructed in relation to institutions and people in public life. Students will learn the basis for crafting news stories that convey meaning as well as fact, and insight to the readers. Pre-requisite: JOUR 210.
JOUR 300 Magazine and Feature Writing (3-3-0)
This course works within journalistic standards to focus on the skills needed to write topical, in-depth, human interest stories. Students learn to gather materials through interviews, research, and observation while cultivating their own writer's "voice" for the creation of comprehensive articles for publication in newspapers, magazines, Internet sites, and other media. Students will examine the discursive implications of magazine and feature writing, newspaper, radio, computer, polling, and advertising technologies. Students will assume a concrete understanding of editorial, sidebars, graphs, charts and other supporting elements that enrich a story. Pre-requisite: JOUR 210.

JOUR 320 News Reporting and Writing II (3-3-0)
This course further develops research, organization, and composition skills for the production of professional-quality articles for publication in newspapers, magazines, Internet sites, and other media. The course will introduce students to the field of investigative journalism, including career prospects, ethical concerns, basic interviewing techniques, finding and following documented sources, and writing stories for maximum interest and impact. Students will practice organizing materials and writing with clarity and precision. Pre-requisite: JOUR 220.

JOUR 330 Community Journalism (3-3-0)
This course will examine community journalism as a news writing skill; it is designed to give students greater insight into the communities they cover. It will deal with the grassroots of journalism that does not rely on the convention of basing stories on the usual suspects of government officials and other elites. It will help students to understand the need to seek common ground in community news writing.  It will allow students to understand community-focused journalism and how they find untapped sources for stories, how they listen, and how to observe in different ways when they find those sources. Ethical issues in community journalism will also be covered. Prerequisite: JOUR 210.

JOUR 400 Advanced News Reporting and Writing (3-3-0)
This course will focus on advanced and specialized public life news reporting for the print media. Employing sophisticated methods, including public records searches, computer-assisted reporting and archival research; students will develop and polish their reporting, and gain a greater understanding of how news is constructed in relation to institutions and people in public life. Students will learn the basis for crafting news stories that convey meaning as well as fact, and insight to the readers. Prerequisite: JOUR 320.

JOUR 410 Investigative Journalism (3-3-0)
This course will introduce students to the field of investigative journalism, including ethical concerns, basic interviewing techniques, finding and following documented stories for maximum interest and impact. Students will practice materials for clarity and precision. Students will learn the concept of credibility by using documents, interviewing more effectively, and getting out into the field. Students will also learn how to organize materials, write compelling stories, that cover not only the who, what, when, and where, but also the why, the how, and the so what. Prerequisite: JOUR 210 and Senior Status.

