Indian Films

Aan (Savage Princess)

Mehboob Khan

India’s first Technicolor film, Aan is a swashbuckling adventure with lavish sets, dazzling
costumes, and sensational musical numbers. The plot concerns a humble farmer who takes
on an evil prince, stealing his princess and making her a proper woman--Taming of the
Shrew fashion--along the way. Starring Dilip Kumar, Nadira, and Nimmi. In Hindi with
English subtitles. India, 1952, 161 mins.

DVD

Aandhi

Sampooran Singh Gulzar

An ambitious politician (Suchitra Sen) finds her life torn between her fast-rising career and
her marriage to a small-time hotel manager. Using flashbacks to show the couple’s early
years, the story follows what occurs when they are reunited as an important election looms.
This film was rather controversial in India when first released because of the connections
many saw between Suchitra Sen's character and Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. Hindi with
English subtitles. India, 1975, 133 mins.

DVD

Aar Paar (Across the Heart)

Guru Dutt

Crime film elements, melodrama and the expected musical numbers are all worked
seamlessly into this feature, one of the key films in the short but influential career of Guru
Dutt. Dutt directs and stars in this story of a taxi driver who is fired from his job and
becomes involved with a planned bank robbery. "Within its conventional framework of a
light-hearted, entertaining film, Aar Paar was different...it brought with it a whiff of
rebellion, a cheeky assertion of the existence of the post-independence worker, with
different aspirations and the aggressive self-confidence of a new generation” (Shampa
Banerjee, Film India). The DVD includes the television documentary, In Search of Guru
Dutt. In Hindi with English subtitles. India, 1954, 161 mins.

DVD

Abhimaan

Hrishikesh Mukherjee

Showbiz, adultery and one of the great movie scores of the '70s highlight this film starring
real-life newlyweds Amitabh Bachchan and Jaya Bhaduri. Subeer Kumar (Amitabh) is on
his way to becoming India’s top pop singer when he falls in love with religious Uma
(Bhaduri), enchanted by her voice. Subeer encourages Uma's singing career, but becomes
jealous when it eclipses his own. In Hindi with English subtitles. India, 1973.

DVD



Andaz (A Matter of Style)

Mehboob Khan

Raj Kapoor, Dilip Kumar and Nargis star in this major musical hit which speaks against the
westernizing of Indian youth and the mistaken notion of love created by close friendship.
"...whenever the genre of love triangles in Indian cinema is discussed, the first film that
comes to mind is Andaaz...a timeless classic--a rich, complex journey into the very depth
of the human heart™ (Upperstall.com). A.k.a. Beau Monde. In Hindi with English subtitles.
India, 1949, 148 mins.

DVD

Asoka

Santosh Sivan

Legend and history are blurred in this spectacular telling of the life of Asoka, third emperor
of the Mauryan Dynasty. Asoka rises from exuberant youth to become a brutal, unmerciful
warrior-monarch. His life takes a monumental turn when he renounces his violent past and
works to spread Buddhism's message of love. "It is a big, brash and deeply enjoyable
Bollywood epic starring Shah Rukh Khan: the Tom Cruise of South Asia...This movie's
narrative gusto, its intricate, indirect eroticism--no sex, or even kissing--its lavish musical
numbers and its sheer self-belief are a treat™ (Peter Bradshaw, The Guardian). Hindi with
English subtitles. India,2001, 173 mins.

DVD

Astitva

Mahesh Manjrekar

In this attack on male chauvinism, a housewife who has lived by all the rules of her position
is shunned when it is discovered that her husband is not the father of her son. Although the
husband has been unfaithful in the past as well, it is the wife who suffers most. Lead actress
Tabu won the critic's award for Best Actress at India's Film Fare Awards. Hindi with
English subtitles. India, 2000, 110 mins.

DVD

Baazigar

Abbas-Mastan

This remake of A Kiss Before Dying became quite controversial because the main star
takes the role of a murderer, something quite rare in Hindi cinema. Baazigar is also notable
for introducing a number of major young actors to the screen. With Rakhee, Shah Rukh
Khan, Siddharth, Kajol and Shilpa Shetty. Music by Anu Malik. The name Abbas-Mastan
is used for films co-directed by Abbas Alibhai Burmawalla and his brother Mastan Alibhai
Burmawalla. In Hindi with English subtitles. India, 1993, 90 mins.

DVD



Bandini

Bimal Roy

Considered by many to be director Bimal Roy's best film, Bandini remains a popular
favorite and undisputed classic in India. An innocent village girl's life is changed forever
when she becomes romantically involved with a married revolutionary. "A brilliantly shot
film...there has rarely been a film with a greater number of memorable songs...a
powerhouse performance by Nutan™ (Indian Times). DVD includes the 11-minute
documentary, Images of Kumbh Mela, started by Roy and finished 33 years later by his son.
In Hindi with English subtitles. India, 1963, 157 mins.

DVD

Bandit Queen

Shekhar Kapur

Based on the true story of an Indian woman named Phoolan. Sold into marriage at age 11 to
a man 20 years her senior, this remarkable woman broke free from convention and misery.
She fell in with a group of bandits and inspired a country with her bravery and fearless
originality. This Indian outlaw brought a government to its knees. Hindi with English
subtitles. India, 1994, 119 mins.

DVD

Chhoti Si Baat (A Little Affair)

Basu Chatterjee

A timid office worker admires a beautiful co-worker, but lacks the courage to court her.
Things get worse with the emergence of a cocky rival, but with the help of a wise mentor,
our hero returns ready to fight for the heart of his true love. Amol Palekar, Asrani, Vidya
Sinha and Ashok Kumar star in this romantic musical comedy described as a "maze of
delights" by Planet Bollywood. Hindi with English subtitles. India, 1975, 123 mins.
DVD

Chupke Chupke

Hrishikesh Mukherjee

A newly married professor masquerades as others in an attempt to get to know his in-laws
better. Dharmendra excels as the man of many disguises in this favorite Indian comedy. In
Hindi with English subtitles. India, 1976.

DVD

The Cloud-Capped Star

Ritwik Ghatak

This dark melodrama about a refugee family's struggles for survival on the outskirts of
Calcutta is a true classic of Indian film. It is also considered by many to be the finest film
by Ritwik Ghatak, a director who, though not well known outside of India, is viewed by
many critics as second only to Satyajit Ray in his importance to the national cinema. "...a
searing piece of work, resonant and beautifully structured” (Time Out). The DVD includes
an introduction by film critic Derek Malcolm and a director's biography. In Bengali with



English subtitles. India, 1960, 122 mins.
DVD

Darr

Yash Chopra

In one of his early film roles, Shah Rukh Khan (Asoka, Devdas) shows the talent and star
power that would make him one of India's top box office attractions in later films. In this

thriller, he plays a man dangerously obsessed with winning the heart of a college girl who
plans to marry another. Hindi with English subtitles. India, 1994, 175 mins.

DVD

Deewana

Raj Kanwar

This Bollywood musical marked the debut of Indian director Raj Kanwar. Deewana has it
all; love, conspiracy, murder and an award-winning score by Nadeem Shravam. Winner of
three Filmfare Awards (India's version of the Oscar). In Hindi with English subtitles. India,
1992, 175 mins.

DVD

Deewana Mujh Sa Nahin

Y. Nageshwar Rao

Madhuri Dixit and Aamir Khan star in a lighthearted Bollywood romance about a
photographer who believes that one of his models is in love with him. As he goes about
making preparations for their marriage, he has no idea that she's marrying someone else
and finds his behavior eccentric and obsessive. In Hindi with English subtitles. India, 1990,
132 mins.

DVD

Dil To Pagal Hai (The Heart Is Crazy)

Yash Chopra

Shah Rukh Kahn and Karishma Kapoor, two of India’s biggest stars and most attractive
performers, top the cast of this romantic musical, a gigantic hit in its native country. The
story of the love life dilemmas of two men and two women, each needing to find the right
partner, is told largely through songs that became chart-topping hits. "...a romantic
charmer...Shah Rukh has a smile that seems to melt the hearts of Indian females™ (Kunal
Bhatia, Amida Magazine). The DVD is letterboxed and includes behind-the-scenes
segment, Filmfare Awards footage, theatrical trailer, promos, and optional French
soundtrack. In Hindi with English subtitles. India, 1997, 179 mins.

DVD

Dilwale
Harry Baweja
The devious Mamma Thakur (Paresh Rawal) schemes to usurp her daughter's wealth in



this topsy-turvy Bollywood melodrama. Although Arun (Ajay Devagan) and Sapna
(Raveena Tandon) are madly in love, their marriage is plagued by threats from Mamma
Thakur. Little do the lovers suspect that Thakur will sully Arun's good name and even put
him in prison to get what she wants. In Hindi with English subtitles. India, 1994, 169 mins.
DVD

Earth

Deepa Mehta

Deepa Mehta's second film in her elements trilogy (following the controversial Fire) is set
during the 1947 partition of India and follows a young girl, her family, and their neighbors
as they struggle to remain neutral when civil war explodes. A romantic rivalry and other
matters of daily life are eventually engulfed in the violent conflicts between Hindus,
Muslims and Sikhs. The film builds in intensity until reaching a powerful, unforgettable
conclusion. "...a formidable film, one that shows how political forces can transform
harmonious differences into deadly divisions™ (David Bahr, Time Out New York). In
Hindi, Urdu, Parsee and Punjabi, with English subtitles. India/Canada, 1998, 101 mins.
DVD

Fire

Deepa Mehta

In modern New Delhi, the beautiful and intelligent young Sita lives with her extended
family and is stuck in an arranged, loveless marriage to her cheating husband, Jatin. When
her sister-in-law Radha is unable to conceive, Radha's husband Ashok becomes celibate
and takes off with a swami. Soon Sita and Radha develop an intimate relationship more
emotionally satisfying than with their husbands. Canada 1996 104 mins.

DVD

Flames of the Sun (Sholay)

Ramesh Sippy

This exciting Indian blockbuster combines romance, comedy, feudal costume drama and
musical elements. It broke box-office records in India, playing for five years straight at one
theater in Bombay, and was the country's first film in 70mm with stereophonic sound. It is
a revenge story of two adventurous crooks who are hired by an ex-cop to hunt down the
man who massacred his family. In Hindi with English subtitles. India, 1975, 185 mins.
Videocassette

God Is My Witness (Khuda Gawah)

Mukul Anand

Veteran Indian film actor Amitabh Bachchan stars as the noble Badshah Khan in his 85th
film role. Khan meets the lovely Benazir (Sridevi) over a game of Buzkashi in Afghanistan,
but before he can marry her, he must go to India and avenge Benazir's father's death. "A
three-hour opus about love, prison and a man's word of honor...Spectacular!" (Anon Berger,
LA Weekly). Winner of nine Indian Academy Awards, including Best Director, Best



Cinematography and Best Supporting Actor. Featuring Nagarjun Akkineni and Shilpa
Shirodka. In Hindi with English subtitles. India, 1992, 193 mins.
DVD

Guddi (Darling Child)

Hrishikesh Mukherjee

A young woman, obsessed with movies and movie stars, finds that real life just can't
compete with celluloid fantasies. A boy who is deeply in love with her is unable to win her
heart until the girl gets a peek behind the magic of movie making and realizes romance is
better in reality than in fiction. The adorable Jaya Bhaduri plays the title character. In Hindi
with English subtitles. India, 1971, 121 mins.

DVD

Guide

Vijay Anand

Released from prison, a former tourist guide winds up in a remote village where he is
treated as a holy man. Dev Anand and Waheeda Rehman star in this story of personal and
spiritual searching, told in song. "...one of the most remarkable films of Indian cinema and
truly a film that was ahead of its times...alive with its riot of colors..." (Uppertsall.com). An
American version was filmed simultaneously, but this is the original Hindi language
version, with English subtitles. India, 1965, 183 mins.

DVD

Hum Aapke Hain Koun

Sooraj R. Barjatya

Indian cinema'’s box office champ in 1994 was this simple but vividly told musical love
story about a couple who find themselves drawn together in spite of the complications
posed by the ill-fated marriage of their siblings. "...careful and delicate direction of every
moment of their falling in love...The choreography is outstanding...” (Avinash
Ramchandani, Planet Bollywood). Hindi with English subtitles. India, 1994, 206 mins.
DVD

Hum Hain Rahi Pyar Ke (We Are Travelers on the Path of Love)

Mahesh Bhatt

Aamir Khan (Lagaan) stars in this heartwarming film about a man trying to raise the three
children left behind after his sister and brother-in-law perish in an accident. He finds love,
and a possible mother for the children, with beautiful Juhi Chawla, but their potential bliss
is threatened by business interests and outside family members. In Hindi with English
subtitles. India, 1993, 154 mins.

DVD



Hum Saath-Saath Hain: United We Stand

Sooraj R. Barjatya

The family that prays together, stays together: this is the belief of Ramkishenji (Alok Nath),
who is happily married to Mamta (Reema Lagoo) with four lovely grown children.
Ramkishenji's dream is to have all his sons and daughters-in-law stay together, but can they
in today's trying times? This musical extravangaza for the entire family was a big hit in
India. With Salman Khan, Karisma Kapoor, Saif Ali Khan, Tabu, Sonali Bendre, Mohnish
Bahl, Mahesh Thakur, and Neelam. Two-disc set. In Hindi with English subtitles. India
1999 177 mins. DVD

I Have Found It (Kandukondain Kandukondain)

Rajiv Menon

Featuring Bollywood superstar Aishwarya Rai and India's "indie" idol Tabu, this
adaptation of Jane Austen's Sense and Sensibility set in contemporary South India, and
offers a delightful introduction to classic Indian commercial cinema. The film retells the
story of two attractive sisters and their three beaus: an aspiring filmmaker educated in NYC,
an injured soldier, and a stock market whiz kid. "Delirious song-and-dance numbers!"
(Chicago Reader). In Hindi with English subtitles. India, 2000, 150 mins.

DVD

In Custody

Ismail Merchant

Based on the novel by Anita Desal, this comedy has all the delightful details one expects
from a Merchant/Ivory production. Surrounded by wine, women and song, a great poet
lives his final days in comic self-indulgence. Then an earnest professor changes everything
by interviewing him. Winner, National Film of India, Best Picture and Best Actor--Shashi
Kapoor. The DVD is letterboxed and includes a short film by Ismail Merchant (Mahatma
and the Mad Boy), interviews with Ismail Merchant, Shashi Kapoor, Om Puri, and
Shabana Azmi, and trailer. Hindi with English subtitles. India, 1993, 123 mins.

DVD

Jewel Thief

Vijay Anand

In this popular thriller, which determined the look and the fashions of much of late '60s
Hindi cinema, Dev Anand stars as the son of a police commissioner (Nasir Hussain), who
finds himself mistaken for a notorious jewel thief and a woman's (Vyjayvanthimala) fiance.
Features hit songs by Kishore Kumar and Lata Mangeshkar. In Hindi with English subtitles.
India, 1967, 186 mins.

DVD

Kaagaz Ke Phool (Paper Flowers)
Guru Dutt
Although his life and career were cut tragically short by his 1964 suicide, Guru Dutt was a



pivotal figure in Indian cinema history. An actor, writer, director and producer, he tried to
merge the romantic entertainment of India’'s popular cinema with personal statements about
creativity and the changing social situation in the country. Autobiographical touches are
not hard to find in Kaagaz Ke Phool, in which Dutt plays a successful director whose career
plummets, while his comeback depends upon the famous actress (Waheeda Rehman) he
discovered. "...a sensitive creation of an artist who is in the throes of inner conflict, an artist
who fights against the storms and ironies of life" (Manoj Srivastava, Hindustan Times).
The DVD is letterboxed, and includes the television documentary, In Search of Guru Dutt,
and Lata Mangeshkar's musical tribute to Guru and Geeta Dutt. In Hindi with English
subtitles. India, 1959, 131 mins.

DVD

Kabhi-Kabhie

Yash Chopra

A musical social drama spanning two generations and dealing with romance and middle
class family life in India: arranged marriage, unrequited love, and longing. The movie
consists of several hit songs and a strong performance by one of India's favorite actors,
Amitabh Bachchan. With Rakhi Gulzar and Rishi Kapoor. In Hindi with English subtitles.
Music by Khayyam. DVD includes original theatrical trailer, Sahir Ludianvi poem, and
Yash Chopra and director Karan Johar in conversation. India, 1976, 152 mins.

DVD

Kuch Kuch Hota Hai (Something Is Happening)

Karan Johar

After her mother dies, a young girl is left with a mission to reunite her father ("Bollywood"
heartthrob Shah Rukh Khan) with an old college flame (top Indian star Kajol). But the
father has already become engaged to someone else by this time. Is it too late for the almost
perfect match? "Kajol has a lot of work ahead of her. What do | mean? She needs to start
clearing her bookshelves as the awards are about to start pouring in. She is simply brilliant
as the gawky, outspoken tomboy who transforms herself into the demure, sexy siren”
(Anish Khanna, Planet Bollywood). The DVD is letterboxed and includes
behind-the-scenes segment, interview with director, deleted scenes with director's
commentary, and Filmfare Awards clips. In Hindi with English subtitles. India, 1998, 177
mins.

DVD

Lagaan: Once Upon a Time in India

Ashutosh Gowariker

This highly polished "Bollywood" musical (reportedly the most expensive Indian film to
date) is loads of fun. It's a deliberately old-fashioned crowd-pleaser, set in
British-controlled India of the late 19th century. The beleaguered residents of a small
village must contend with a severe drought and an increasingly high lagaan (tax) demanded
by their oppressive rulers. One heroic villager challenges the lagaan and earns the chance
to free his people from the burden, but only if his team can win a cricket match against the



Brits. Severely overmatched in a game they do not know, they try to achieve a seemingly
impossible victory. Indian box-office idol Aamir Khan stars and also produced. A
fast-paced entertainment that seems far shorter than its epic running time. Hindi and
English with English subtitles; India, 2001, 224 mins.

DVD

Mandi (Market Place)

Shyam Benegal

The prostitutes of a brothel find themselves up against politicians who use morality as the
selling point in a scheme to get the brothel's land. "Benegal uses the bordello as an
instrument to satirize middle class respectability but it has its own secrets and repressed
passions. With an amazing cast, this ensemble film boasts excellent music, sensuous
interiors and is altogether a lot of fun" (National Film Theatre). Hindi with English
subtitles. India, 1983, 167 mins.

DVD

Maya

Digvijay Singh

Maya (Nitya Shetty) is a smart and energetic 12-year-old girl living in a small village in
India, but her innocent childhood slams to a halt when she becomes the victim of an ancient
and violent ritual marking her entrance into womanhood. Maya is an eye-opening portrayal
of a world where tradition and progress are in constant conflict. "The photography is
gorgeous [...] and with Singh's precise, discreet direction, Maya has a devastating impact"
(Edward Guthman, San Francisco Chronicle). The DVD is letterboxed, and includes
behind-the-scenes stills gallery, trailer, and liner notes by Bollywood and Indian pop
culture writer Lisa Tsering. In Hindi with English subtitles. India, 2001, 105 mins.

DVD

Mission Kashmir

Vidhu Vinod Chopra

An army of rebel warriors recruits a fearless soldier--a man on a mission of vengeance
against the one who Killed his family when he was a child. Along the way, he reunites with
his childhood sweetheart and finds himself torn between love and hate. This extremely
popular Bollywood feature combines American action movie style with the romance and
musical interludes more commonly associated with Indian film. In Hindi and Urdu with
English subtitles. India, 2000, 157 mins.

DVD

Mohra

Rajiv Rai

An ex-con and a police officer join forces against a drug kingpin in this action film with
some spectacular stunt sequences and musical numbers. With Naseerudin Shah, Sunil
Shetty, Gulshan Grover, Akshay Kumar and Raveena Tandon. Music by Viju Shah. In



Hindi with English subtitles. India, 1994, 177 mins.
DVD

Mystic Masseur

Ismail Merchant

A Dbittersweet, magical fable about a frustrated writer propelled to celebrity via an
unexpected talent as a healer and masseuse. Set in an Indian community in 1950's Trinidad,
the film allows a rare insight into the warmth and humor of the human condition. "Rich and
absorbing! Subtle, humorous, illuminating” (Stephen Holden, The New York Times).
Starring Om Puri and James Fox. In English. India, 2001, 118 min.

DVD

New Delhi

Mohan Segal

The bane of provincialism and the caste system is addressed in this influential Indian
feature. A young Punjabi man finds doors closed to him when he comes to New Delhi and
finally masquerades as a Tamilian in order to obtain shelter. Staying with a Tamilian
family, he falls in love with the beautiful daughter, but is unable to reveal his true identity.
Although the film is generally romantic and hopeful, the issues it raised were quite
controversial for an "entertainment™ at the time. Music by Shankar Jaikishan. In Hindi with
English subtitles. India, 1956, 160 mins.

DVD

Nikaah

B.R. Chopra

This film by B.R. Chopra focuses on love and divorce. Nilofer (Salma Agha) knew, loved,
and married only one man. But her husband, aspiring architect Waseem (Deepak Parashar)
takes her for granted, and in a fit of anger divorces her. While attempting to rebuild her life
as a writer, Nilofer bumps into her old college friend and admirer Haider (Raj Babbar),
who is now an editor. Haider publishes her work and takes on the role of friend,
philosopher, and guide. Soon the two are happily married, until Waseem returns, repentant
and wanting his wife back. The film's music produced many classic hits in India. In Hindi
with English subtitles. India, 1982.

DVD

Ram Aur Shyam

Tapi Chanakya

Dilip Kumar stars in dual roles as near-identical fellows with very different personalities.
One is quiet and withdrawn, the other is full of life and adventurous. An arranged marriage
and an attempted masquerade lead to much confusion, danger, and potential romance. In
Hindi with English subtitles. India, 1967, 171 mins.

DVD

10



A River Called Titas

Ritwik Ghatak

Overwhelmed by the changes in his native East Bengal following the independence of
Bangladesh, Ritwik Ghatak made this powerful adaptation of a celebrated Bengali novel
by Advaita Malla Barman. It is the epic story of the destruction of a fishing village on the
banks of the River Titas. "Ghatak depicts the rhythm of the fishermen's small world in a
style which blends the lyrical with the documentary, and intersperses episodes from the sad
lives of various characters” (Derek Malcolm, British Film Institute). The DVD includes an
introduction by film critic Derek Malcolm and a director's biography. Bengali with English
subtitles. India, 1973, 151 mins.

DVD

Sahib Bibi Aur Gulam (King, Queen and Slave)

Abrar Alvi

Many suggest that the talented Indian filmmaker Guru Dutt, who also stars in this film,
provided much uncredited direction for this somber feature. In style, tone and theme, it
certainly mirrors some of Dutt's other films, but some contend that credited director Abrar
Alvi has never received proper respect for his work on this highly respected movie. It is a
tragic yet nostalgic look at India's feudalistic past, centering on a lower-class architect
(Dutt) and his connection to a beautiful, married woman of privilege. In Hindi with English
subtitles. India, 1962, 152 mins.

DVD

Silsila Hai Pyar Ka

Shrabani Deodhar

In this Bollywood romantic comedy, an orphaned girl falls in love with the playboy son of
her wealthy boss. Pursuing a relationship with the spoiled boy, she finds her idealism
tempered by his wayward nature and non-existent morals. With Karishma Kapoor and
Chandrachur Singh. In Hindi with English subtitles. India, 1999, 147 mins.

DVD

Straight from the Heart (Hum Dil Ke Chuke Sanam)

Sanjay Leela Bhansali

Bhansali's award-winning follow-up to Khamoshi stars Salman Khan as a half-Indian,
half-I1talian Sameer, who comes to India to study classical music and ends up falling for his
instructor's daughter (Aishwarya Rai). With an award-winning performance by Rai and an
excellent soundtrack. "The best of the best movies of 1999" (Planet Bollywood). In Hindi
with English subtitles. India, 1999, 188 mins.

DVD

The Terrorist
Santosh Sivan
Writer-director Santosh Sivan puts a human face on extremism with this deeply affecting
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feature about a 19-year-old girl, living in a guerrilla camp in the South Indian jungle, who
is chosen for a suicide mission. As her assignment draws near, she begins to doubt the
meaningfulness of martyrdom. "...Sivan shows an ability to capture the texture of quotidian
reality--to communicate both its exquisite beauty and terrible fragility--that recalls the
work of Robert Bresson, or, closer to home, Satyajit Ray" (A.O. Scott, New York Times).
In Tamil with English subtitles. India, 1998, 95 mins.

DVD

Utsav

Girish Karnad

A 6th century Sanskrit play is the basis for this tale of sexual and romantic entanglements.
A courtesan has an affair with a married man as royal intrigue and jealousy play into their
fates. A film notable for its highly charged love scenes and popular songs. Starring Rekha,
Shekhar Suman, Shashi Kapoor and Amjad Khan. In Hindi with English subtitles. India,
1984, 145 mins.

DVD

Vanaprastham (The Last Dance)

Shaji Karun

This grand Indian feature draws upon the musical and dance traditions of the Keralan
theater of Kathakalini to tell the tragic story of the forbidden love between a man who
dreams of being a dancer and a woman of a higher caste. Mohanlal and Suhasini, top stars
of Indian cinema, are featured in this film shot by ace cinematographer Renato Berta, who
has worked with Amos Gitai, Jean-Luc Godard, Manoel de Oliveira, Alain Resnais and
Eric Rohmer, among others. In Hindi and Malayalam with English subtitles. India, 1999,
120 mins.

DVD

Waqt (Time)

Yash Chopra

In this star-studded, musical epic, the arrogance of a wealthy, self-made man ends up
destroying the very foundations of his life and the lives of his family members. They come
together again under unexpected circumstances. Of the film's universal theme, director
Yash Chopra said, "Our victories and defeats are a constant reminder of our endeavor, but
also of our destiny." Starring Raaj Kumar, Sunil Dutt, Sadhana, Sharmila Tagore, Balraj
Sahni, and Shashi Kapoor. Includes Karan Johar's interview with Yash Chopra and
theatrical trailer. In Hindi with English subtitles. India, 1965, 178 mins.

DVD
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