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I1. COURSE DESCRIPTION

Thiscourseisacritica examination of concepts and issues pertaining to African American experiencein
historical and contemporary periods. Concepts and issues such as oppression, resistance, justice,
liberation, separatism, integration, affirmative action, identity, self-respect, race, class, gender, the
universdlity of Western Philosophy, and culturd features of philosophy. These concepts and issues will
be addressed through an anaysis of writings by mgor figures such as: Sojourner Truth, Frederick
Douglass, and W.E.B. DuBois, Alain Locke, Martin Luther King, J., Macolm X, William Jones,
Cornd West, Angdla Davis, Leonard Harris, and Bernard Boxill. Pre-requisite: Philosophy 110.

[1l. REQUIRED TEXTS

W.E.B. DuBois, The Souls of Black Folk

Alex Hdey, Malcolm X

Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass

James A. Montmarquet, William H. Hardy, Reflections. An Anthology of African American
Philosophy

Supplementary Readings, Required Essays

V. COURSE OBJECTIVESAND GOALS

1. To analyze extended, involved arguments about aternative conceptua schemes, culturaly complex
topics, and philosophical issues.

2. To evduate these arguments in writing and oraly with specid attention to the evidence presented pro
and con.

3. To develop and refine skillsin reading, writing, spesking, analyzing, and evauating.



4. To develop an understanding of African American perspectives on important philosophica
questions.

V. COURSE COMPETENCIES

1. Demonstrates Knowledge of the Nature of Philosophy
1.1 Understands the debate over the character of philosophy
1.2 Understands issues of contextudity in philosophy
1.3 Undergtands the debate concerning Black philosophy

2. Comprehends Mgor Themesin African American Philosophy
2.1 Understands important concepts and issues
2.2 Understands historica and contemporary African Americans perspectives of philosophica

inquiry

3. Demongtrates Knowledge of Mgor African American Philosophers
3.1 Understands non-traditiona philosophy figures and gendre
3.2 Recognizes different perspectives among African American
philosophers

4. Demondrates Anaytica, Verbd, and Written Skills
4.1 Develops dear and evduative thought about African American Philasophy

VI. TEACHING STRATEGIES
Group work chat room discussions, ord presentation, and audio-visuds
VIl. COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Students should complete a close reading of materials in order to engage in congtructive andytica
chat room discussion.

2. Your reading journd should be 3-4 typed pages and submitted in class at the end of each class
week in accordance with the schedule outlined on the syllabus.

3. You will work with two other persons on atopic that represents further research on one of the
concepts or issues that we have addressed. Y our topic must be gpproved by the professor no later than
the 11th week of the course. Each of you will sharein an ord presentation of thistopic during the find
exam.



4. Thefind exam will cover the mgor contributions of the figures sudied during the course,

VIIl. COURSE EVALUATION

|. Regular attendance and active participation in chat room discussons, 1/4 of find grade
2. A reading journd of the course materids submitted each week, 1/4 of fina grade

3. Group presentation, 1/4 of fina grade

4. Find Exam, 1/4 of find grade

IX. CLASSMEETINGS

Unit 01 Concerning The Character Of Philosophy Aug 20- Sept 5

Readings: Bruce Kucklick, “The Changing Character of Philosophizingin America” LuciusT.
Outlaw, “Philosophy, African- Americans, and The Unfinished American Revolution,”

Outlaw, “The Future of Philosophy in America” Alan Locke, “Good Reading,” Cornd We<,
“Philosophy, Politics, and Power: An Afro- American Perspective.” Journal #1 Due

Unit 02 Debate Concerning Black Philosophy Sept 8 -15

Readings. William Jones, “The Legitimacy and Necessity of Black Philosophy,” Paul Jefferson, “The
Quedtion of Black Philasophy,”  Johnny Washington, “What is Black Philosophy,” Outlaw, “Black
Folk and the Struggle in Philosophy,” Outlaw, “Philosophy, Hermeneutics, Socia-Political Theory:
Critical Thought in the Interest of AfricanAmericans” Journal #2 Due

Unit 03 African American Philosophy: Transfor mative Philosophy of Frederick Douglass Sept
17 —29 Readings: Broadus N. Buitler, “Frederick Douglass: The Black Philosopher in the United
States: A Commentary,” Lectures on Liberation, AngelaY. Davis, Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass (Selected Chapters) Film: “When The Lion Wrote Higtory”  Journal #3 Due

Unit 04 African American Philosophy: Transfor mative Philosophy of W.E.B. Dubois

Oct 1 -0Oct 10 Readings: Robert C. Williams, W.E.B.Dubois Afro- American Philosopher of
Socid Redlity, The Souls of Black Folk (Selected Chapters) Sojouner Truth, Ain'tl A Woman
Journal #4 Due

Unit 05 Malcolm X: Personal, Palitical, and Economic Transformation Oct 13-22
Readings: Malcolm X (Selected Chapters) Journal #5 Due

Unit 06 Alain Locke: Unity Within Diversity Oct 24-29



Readings. Washington, “Alan Locke, Yesterday and Today,” Locke, “Unity through Diversty”

Unit 07 Martin Luther King, Jr.: Spiritual and Moral Transformation Oct 31- Nov 7
Readings. King, Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Community? (Selected Chapters)
Journal #6 Due

Unit 08 Angela Davis: Transformative Philosophy Nov 10-14
Readings: Judith M. Green and Blanche Radford Curry, Notorious Philosopher: The Transformative
Lifeand Work of AngdlaDavis Journal #7 Due

Unit 09 The Poalitics of Commonalities and Differences Nov 17-21

Readings. Outlaw, “Againg the Grain of Modernity: The Politics of Difference and the Conservation
of Race,” Outlaw, “ Life-Worlds, Modernity, and Philosophicd Praxis. Race, Ethnicity, and Critica
Socid Theory,” Bernard Boxill, “ SAf Respect, Blacks and Socid Justice” Boxill, “The Color-Blind
Principle” Boxill, “ Affirmative Action.” Jour nal #8 Due

Unit 10 More Dimensions of African American Philosophy Nov 24- Dec 3
Readings: “Foundations” “Mora and Political Philosophy,” Philosophy and Related Disciplines’
Group Presentations
Please note that all syllabus dates are bench marks, meaning appr oximate dates.
Aug 20" Classes Begin, Aug 27" L ate Registration/Drop Add End, Sept 1% Labor Day; Sept 4" Fall
Convocation, Oct 16™-17" Fall Break, Oct 20" Advisement for Spring, Oct 24™ Last Day to
Withdraw from Classes/ Clear “I” Grades, Oct 25" Homecoming, Nov 7" Last Day for WN
Submissions, Nov 18" Last Day for WN Appesls, Dec 3 Last Day of Class
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