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COURSE DESCRI PTI ON

PCLI 641 covers basic procedures for conducting research in
political science. Special enphasis is placed upon research
design, research strategi es, approaches, and techniques. The
selection and utilization of appropriate techniques for

col l ecting, reporting, and analyzing data will be covered.

COURSE OBJECTI VES AND CONTENT

The objective of this course is to examine political science as
an academ c discipline. The basic principles and assunptions
that are the foundation of scientific political research are

anal yzed, and the techniques of enpirical inquiry into political
phenonena are explored and practiced. |In addition, attention
will be given to critical research skills such as theory-
bui | di ng, operationalization, and hypothesis witing and testing.
By the end of the course the student should be able to understand
basic statistical concepts and devel op a research design

Course Organi zati on and Eval uati on
Al though this is introductory graduate-|evel course, students are
expected to | ead at | east one week of class discussion, and cl ass
participation is part of the grade. Students are expected also to
have read the assigned material before it is discussed in class.
Gradi ng
The grade for the senmester is based on the following criteria

M dt erm Exam 30%

Final Project: 30%

Cl ass honmewor k 20%

Cl ass di scussion and participation 20%

The followi ng scale will be used to eval uate students:
A — 92-100

B- 83-91

C- 73-82

F - | ess than 73

Fi nal Project:



Research Design: All students will wite a research design

Met hodol ogy, format, etc. will be discussed in class.
Specifications: Paper is to be at |least 8 pages in |length
(typed, doubl e-spaced), with reasonabl e nmargi ns, using the
reference-in-text citation style and conpl ete bibliographic
entries. The page count includes actual text only, not
title pages, reference pages, etc. Gve your paper a title
that makes it clear what your topic is. PAGE NUMBERI NG | S
REQUI RED. The topic nust be approved by instructor no |ater
t han Cct ober 1.

Paper devel opnent: The paper will be devel oped in three
stages--abstract, outline, and final draft. Each stage has
its own deadline and requirenents. Failure to conply with
the deadline or requirenments for any stage will result in a
grade penalty on the final paper.

Abstract: A one or two-page (typed, doubl e-spaced)
statenment of your topic that is clear and coherent.
Li st five sources you have actually consulted that wll
be useful to your research. Annotate each citation
with a statenment or paragraph that shows you have
actually consulted the work. ABSTRACT DUE: Cctober 15.
Qutline: A one or two-page (typed, doubl e-spaced)
outline that gives me a clear idea of how you wll
devel op your paper. OUTLINE DUE: Cctober 31.

Final Paper: This is your finished product. Typos
gone, grammar checked, headings in place. FINAL PAPER
DUE: Tuesday, Decenber 11 (begi nning of class--no

ext ensi ons).

REQUI RED TEXTS

Kranzl er, Gerald and Janet Mursund. Statistics for the
Terrified 2™ Ed.. Upper Saddle Ri ver, NJ: Prentice Hall,
19909.

Leedy, Paul D. and Jeanne Ellis Onrod. Practical Research:
Pl anni ng and Design 7" Ed.. Upper Saddle Ri ver, NJ:
Prentice Hall, 2001.

COURSE QUTLI NE

August 28 - Introduction



Septenber 4 - Theories of Political Science

Septenber 11 - The Research Process
Practical Research: Planning and Design Chps. # 1 and 2.

Sept enber 18 — Research Questions, Problens, and Literature
Revi ews
Practical Research: Planning and Design Chp. #3 and 4.

Septenber 25 — Research Designs and Proposal s
Practical Research: Planning and Design Chp. #5 and 6.

Cctober 2 — Qualitative Research
Practical Research: Planning and Design Chp. #7 and 8.

Cctober 9 — Quantitative Research
Practical Research: Planning and Design Chp. #9 and 10.

Cctober 16 — M dt erm Exam nati on
Cct ober 23 — Research Update

Cctober 30- Introductory Statistics
Statistics for the Terrified 2" Ed. Chapters #1-3.

November 6 — No cl ass

Novenber 13 — Correl ation
Statistics for the Terrified 2™ Ed. Chapters #4-5.
Honmewor k for Chapters 1, 2,and 3 due.

Novenmber 20 - Introduction to Inferential Statistics and
D fferences Between the Means of Two G oups
Statistics for the Terrified 2™ Ed. Chapters #6-7.
Honmewor k for Chapters 4-5 due.

Novenber 27 — Analysis of Variance and Nonparanetric Tests
Statistics for the Terrified 2™ Ed. Chapters #8-09.
Homewor k for Chapters 6-7 due.

Decenber 4 — Progress Report/ Homework for Chapters 8-9 due.
Decenber 11 — Final Project Due
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