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ELIGIBILITY FOR HONORS BY CONTRACT  

 
 

An honors contract is for additional and meritorious work completed in conjunction with the regular class.  

The in-depth honors study project should center on inquiry, discovery, and critical thinking.  It should be a 

project above and beyond the normal requirements and expectations of the course.  Students must be 

members of the Fayetteville State University’s Honors Program, and, preferably, professors should be full-

time members of the faculty.  Any FSU Honors Program student who has a disability that may prevent him 

or her from fully demonstrating his or her abilities should contact the Honors Program Director to discuss if 

accommodations are available or possible to complete course requirements. 

 

 

 

GUIDELINES 
 

1. The student must have been accepted into the FSU Honors Program. 

2. An “Honors by Contract” form should be obtained from the Honors Program Director and 

filled out by the end of the fourth week of the semester. The form is then returned to the 

Honors Program Director, who signs it.  After all signatures have been obtained, the professor 

keeps the original, and the student and Honors Program Director keep copies. 

3. Students who are doing research projects should submit, along with the contract, a typed 250-

word proposal of the research project, including a working bibliography.  A course may 

require a research, or the honors student can work out other course specific requirements such 

as field work or a leadership.  It is still recommended that the student write some type of 

follow up report or paper. 

4. A typical honors research project consists of the following:  a typed 3,000-word research 

paper that is original in style and content and represents a comprehensive study of a topic 

pertinent to the course.  Students will use either MLA or APA guidelines. 

5. Topics should be more advanced than regular course work; research should be beyond the 

normal course assignment; and the student is engaged in critical thinking and extended 

analysis not required in regular course work. 

6. Students must have a 3.2 cumulative Grade Point Average and a minimum of 12 hours of 

college credit at FSU. 

7. The instructor should arrange to meet with the student throughout the semester or term to 

check on progress, work out details, etc.  Three or four meetings are suggested. 

8. The “Honors by Contract” project paper must be submitted in addition to any writing 

requirements that the course may originally carry. 

9. In order for an honors student to be given credit for an “Honors by Contract” course, the 

student must earn an “A” or “B” in the class and on the project. 

10. At the completion of the project, the professor will grade it, sign the Grade Certification 

section of the “Honors by Contract,” and return both the “Honors by Contract” and the paper 

(project) to the Director of the FSU Honors Program for final approval. 

11. After approval by the Director, a memorandum is sent to the Registrar to have Honors Credit 

entered on the student’s record. 
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CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

 

 

To graduate with Honors in Political Science, a student enrolled as a major in the B.A. in 

Political Science degree program should satisfy the following 18 Honors Credit Hours. 

 

 

For All Honors Students 

   

 POLI 200 Honors Introduction to Political Science 

 POLI 210 Honors Principles of American Government 

 POLI 220 Honors Principles of Public Administration 

 POLI 450 Honors History of Political Theory I 

 POLI 460 Honors History of Political Theory II 

   

 

And Choose One of the following Courses 

 

For Honors Students seeking for a B.A. in Political Science 

   

 POLI 471 Honors Research Seminar 

 POLI 480 Honors Senior Seminar 

 POLI 490 Honors Advanced Reading and Research 

 

Or  

 

For Honors Students seeking for a B.A. in Political Science  

with Public Administration Concentration 

   

 POLI 471 Honors Research Seminar 

 POLI 480 Honors Senior Seminar 

 POLI 481 Honors Sr. Seminar, Selected Problems in Public Management 

 POLI 490 Honors Advanced Reading and Research 

 

 

TOTAL: 18 CREDIT HOURS 
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An honors contract is for additional and meritorious work completed in conjunction with 

the regular class.  The in-depth honors study project should center on inquiry, discover, 

and critical thinking.  It should be a project above and beyond the normal requirements 

and expectations of the course. 

 

Student_________________ Banner #_____________________ 

 

Course _____________ Section # ____________________ 

 

Professor _______________ Semester/Year _________________ 

 

In addition to satisfying the standard course requirement, the student will satisfactorily 

complete the following work to receive honors credit.  (Provide a summary of the 

proposal below and attach a separate sheet containing a detailed account, i.e. objectives, 

tasks, schedule of conferences, expectations, grading criteria.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I agree to do the above project in accordance with the Honors and departmental standards. 

 

Student ________________________  Date_________________ 

Instructor  ______________________  Date_________________ 

Department Chair______ __________  Date_________________ 

Honors Program Director_______________  Date_________________ 

 

HONORS CERTIFICATION 

 

Honors Project Completed and Accepted: No__ Yes__ Final Course Grade:_____ 

I certify the above-named student has satisfactorily completed the Honors by Contract in 

this course, according to the standards of department, the Fayetteville State University, 

and the Honors Program Guidelines. 

 

Instructor________________ Date____________  

 

Department Chair___________________ Date______________________ 

Honors Program Director_____________ Date______________________ 


