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                                 I applaud the faculty, staff, and students of the School of 

Education for a successful 2008-2009 

academic year.  Through the efforts of 

all involved, we were able to increase 

our number of completers from 166 in 

2007-2008 to 190 in 2008-2009.  We 

expect continuous increase in our 

retention and completion numbers with 

the establishment of the School of 

Education Academic Advisement 

Center, which was launched on March 2, 

2009 and within a two month period the staff contacted 634 

students. We are pleased to congratulate Dr. Joseph Johnson for 

being selected to represent the SOE at the university level as FSU 

Teacher of the Year.  The school successfully launched the annual 

C. I. Brown Lecture Series and what a dynamic start we had with 

Dr. Joe Martin as the keynote speaker! The successful launch of 

the annual Excellence in Teaching Institute reported 287 registered 

participants.   

Our students identified two outstanding faculty members who 

they attest are student-centered individuals who serve our students 

well.  Congratulations to Dr. Linda Wilson-Jones and Dr. Gloria 

Elliott as the graduate and undergraduate Wynton H. Hadley 

Excellence in Teaching Award winners.  Two teacher education 

majors were the first to be selected, though a campus ïwide 

process, to serve as Chancellor for a Day. We have launched a 

SOE alumni chapter and look forward to involvement of graduates 

in the enhancement of our programs.  I am very grateful to our 

colleagues, on-and off-campus, who work with us to provide 

support as we revised our existing teacher education programs.          

  As we work to plan for the upcoming academic year, I am 

proud, motivated, and excited about the direction this historic 

School of Education is heading. We are continuing our 

commitment to putting our students first and providing the best 

training through strengthened collaboration with partners, 

including our School of Education alumni.  I congratulate the 

2008-2009 graduates and licensure completers.  As a team, we 

have worked hard and have accomplished much.  Congratulations 

to all and I look forward to an exciting and challenging 2009-2010 

academic year! 

         
     Leontye Lewis, Ed.D. 

     Dean, School of Education   

School of Education 

Teachers of the Year 

 

 
2009-2010 Teacher of the 

Year 

Dr. Joseph F. Johnson 
Educational Leadership 

 
Dr. Priscilla Manarino -

Leggett 
Elementary Education 

 
Dr. Cathy Kosterman 
Middle /Grades & Special 

Education 

 

Dr. Frank Merchant, Jr.  
Health, Physical Education and 

Human Services 

 

Contact  

Maxine McFayden 

901-672-1265 

mmcfayden@uncfsu.edu 

www.uncfsu.edu/soe 
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Teacher Education Students plan for  

University Day 
Twelve teacher education students volunteered on 

March 28, 2009 during the FSU University Day event.  

The students served in leadership roles by (a) providing 

campus tours, (b) facilitating learning sessions on 

college expectations and, (c) co-teaching content-

related mini workshops. The students interacted with 

over 200 middle and high school campus visitors and 

their parents. As a token of recognition and 

appreciated, the education majors received signed 

thank-you letters from the Provost, videotaped sessions 

and reflections, all which will be used  as leadership 

evidences to include in their professional portfolios. 
 

The goals of University Day were to:  (a) expose 

middle and high school students to campus activities 

and campus life; (b) engage pre-college students in 

active, engaging learning environments within multiple 

disciplines and; (c) inform participants about the 

general processes of obtaining an education at FSU. 

This is an annual event for grades six through twelve 

students. Activities such as: Vocab Volley, scientific 

experiments, motivation speeches, computer 

demonstrations, and jeopardy were highlighted. 
 

Faculty leaders from the School of Education were: Dr. 

Ernest McNeill, Dr. Priscilla Manarino-Leggett, Mrs. 

Reeshemah Johnson, and Dr. Kelly Charles. 

 

 

 

School of Education Academic Advisement 

Center 

 
In a continuing effort to provide the assistance 

necessary to prepare students to become teachers, we 

are pleased to announce the establishment of the 

School of Education Academic Advisement Center 

(SOEAAC).  The goal of the SOEAAC is to assist 

students as they proceed through their teacher 

education programs.   

 

The SOEAAC will serve the needs of FSU undeclared 

undergraduate and transfer students who do not have a 

major and those individuals considering changing their 

field of study to education.  The SOEAAC will assist 

the School of Education in meeting retention and 

graduation expectations, which in turn assist the 

University in meeting its 80-30-50 retention and 

graduation goal. 

 

The School of Education Academic Advisement 

Center will benefit students through: 

 

1. Guidance on the procedures to declaring 

education as their majors and the processes to 

admission to Teacher Education, 

2. Assistance with understanding and following a 

pathway from declaration through licensure 

with milestones, decision points, and 

timelines, 

3. Participation in the FSU Education Learning 

Community and other campus events. 

 

The SOEAAC is located in the Butler Building, Room 

234 and the hours of operation are Monday, 

Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 8:00am to 5:00pm 

and Tuesdays  8:00am to 6:00pm. 

 

The Advisement Center staff include: Mrs. Shari 

Willis, Director of Teacher Education Recruitment & 

Advisement, Mrs. Sharon Boose, Coordinator and 

Mrs. Beverly Lammie, Office Assistant.   

 

Call the SOEAAC at 910-672-1263.   

 

 



 

  

 

  

 

 

 

                              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Health and Physical Education Activities 

have to be kind at all times, not 

just when things are going good, 

but when youõve had a bad day 

or when irate students come 

focused.ó McFayden also 

added, òIn this great 

organization, Iõve also met a lot 

of wonderful professors that 

Doctoral Cohort Visits North Carolina Legislature 

  
 

During the spring 2009 semester, Dr. Jack Freeman and Mr. J. Michael Harpe, coordinated and facilitated an internship field 

experience in Raleigh, NC for seven doctoral students. These students had an opportunity to visit and interact with members of the 

North Carolina Community College System, Department of Public Instruction, and the North Carolina Legislature.  The experience 

exposed students to real-life relevant experiences of the content and theory discussed in their courses and the privilege of meeting 

policy makers for the State of North Carolina.  

   

Students collaborated with Dr. Delores Parker, Senior Vice President & Chief Academic Officer and Mr. Kennon Briggs, 

Executive Vice President & Chief of Staff on the changing student demographics and declining financial resources which pose 

new challenges for postsecondary education.  The visit to the Senate and House of Representatives allowed students the 

opportunity to speak with Representatives Margaret Dickson and Rick Glazier.  They were also invited to attend the House 

Education Committee Meeting chaired by Representatives Marvin Lucas (FSU graduate) and Larry Bell.   Students had lunch in 

the Legislative Private Dining Room, as a guest of Representatives Elmer Floyd, Garland Pierce, Marvin Lucas, Mickey Michaux 

and Senator Vernon Malone. 

  

Finally, the doctoral students met with Dr. June Atkinson, State Superintendent of the North Carolina Public School System during 

their visit at the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI).  Dr. Atkinson and other senior administrators at 

NCDPI established a viable and enlightening dialogue on:  (a) curriculum reform, (b) teacher performance and salaries and, (c) 

reformation of the North Carolina Public School System for the 21
st
 Century.    

 

The year-long internship exposes students to professional and personal network and support from career-minded peers and 

administrators.  Furthermore, the internship is designed to provide seamless Pre-K - 16 concepts which are applied to NCATE and 

ELCC Standards and Indicators. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Educational Leadership Graduates First 

Higher Education Doctoral Candidate 
 

Dr. DeSandra Washington became the first 

graduate of the Higher Education concentration 

in Educational Leadership since its launch four 

years ago.  The department saw a need to 

include individuals who were currently 

working in a higher education setting the 

opportunity to obtain a doctorate degree to  

further enhance their careers.  Dr. Washington 

is Director of Counseling Services at Fayetteville 

Technical Community College.  

 
 

 

 
 

Congratulations 
May 2009 Educational Leadership Doctoral Graduates 
Drs. Patti Sanders-Smith, Renee LaHuffman-Jackson, Dianne Antolak, 

DeSandra Washington, Morris Brooks, Jr., Vanessa Alford, Jeffery 

Maples, and Michael Applewhite (right to left)  

 
"Education is not the answer to the question. Education is the means to the answer 

to all questions."  

-- William Allin 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
(SWAP) Swimming with a Purpose-Spring 2009 

 

 

Each year the faculty and staff sponsor this Water Safety Clinic for 
children to teach water safety skills to prevent endangering themselves 

and others while swimming.   The clinic also teaches the art of diving, open 
turns and flips.  Children view safety videos and receive swimming 

demonstrations from faculty. 
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