Statement for Service-Learning Syllabus

The following statement was created as a tool for faculty members to use when writing a syllabus for a service-learning course.  Inserting it, however, does not automatically create a service-learning syllabus. It should be modified to meet individual course content and objectives (bracketed sections in [bold] are areas that are typically adjusted to apply to individual course needs). Incorporating this service-learning statement into the syllabus is optional.  
Service-Learning Statement:

This section of [ENC 3241] satisfies the service-learning requirement for the Honors Program at Fayetteville State University.  Students will spend a minimum of fifteen hours over the course of the semester on a service-learning activity.  This activity will address a need in our community, support our course objectives, involve a connection between the campus and the world around it, challenge students to be civically engaged, and involve structured student reflection.  We’ll spend time reflecting on our service-learning experience through [class conversations, Blackboard discussions, and field journal entries].  While there is a 15-hour minimum for service to pass the course, your service-learning efforts will be the core of much of the learning in the course.  Therefore your "grade" for service-learning will come from the tangible class-related projects that come out of it rather than simply from completion of the hour minimum.

Our service-learning work in this [technical writing] course will involve [developing technical documents] for [a local nonprofit organization, public school, or government agency].  This will allow students to work with a real world audience and will ensure that the significant time you put into your class project leads to meaningful results.  I’ll offer some suggestions for possible organizations groups of students may choose to work with and I’ll invite you to suggest other options.  I must approve all projects and each project will begin with a signed agreement among the students, the agency contact person, and me.  No student will be expected to work on a project to which she or he has significant religious, political or moral objections.  It’s the student’s responsibility to let me know about such objections before we finalize group assignments.
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