The profile examination, ACCUPLACER, has become one of the most widely used online assessment programs in the world.  Fayetteville State University, a pioneer in the use of ACCUPLACER, implemented its use in 1999 and has continued its use through fall 2009.  The profile examination is used to assess the skill level attainment of entering FSU students.  The exam evaluates new Fayetteville State University students’ academic knowledge in reading comprehension, arithmetic, elementary algebra, and college-level mathematics.
The results of the examination are used to determine the most suitable courses for entering students.  All new FSU students are required to complete the profile examination before registering for classes.  Non-degree seeking students, transfer students with thirty or more credits including six credit hours in math and English, and students who have permission from other institutions to enroll in FSU courses are exempt from completing the profile test.  The test is typically administered during new student orientation and can also be scheduled throughout the academic year.  There is no time limit allowing students any necessary time for completion and is answer-adaptive.  Each test provides two scores, raw and percentile, on a scale of 20 to 120.
The ACCUPLACER test (Profile Exams) were administered to approximately 800 students entering the fall 2009 semester.  The average scores for reading comprehension, elementary algebra, and college-level mathematics were 70, 64, and 32, respectively.  The average reading comprehension score has seen an increase of one point, in relation to the 69 that had maintained over the previous three years.  Based on last year’s data there was a two point decrease in elementary algebra (64), as well as a decrease of one point in college-level mathematics (32).
The average entering Fayetteville State University students’ reading comprehension score (70) remains seven points below the national reference group score (77).  The entering FSU students scored four points above the national reference group score in algebra (60).  The average elementary algebra score (64) is twelve points higher than in fall 2003 possibly indicating increased preparation in mathematic skills, but still falling two points from last year’s high of 66.
The placement examination is one of several factors that determine course placement for new students to FSU. Solely using the profile examination for determining placement would result in sixty-six percent entering students receiving academic support (<78) in reading and thirty percent receiving support in mathematics (<50).
ACCUPLACER has shown to be an effective tool for evaluating new FSU student placement.  Student scores are relatively the same as last year with an increase in elementary algebra.
The ACCUPLACER examination provides an indicator of academic support needed for entering FSU students that can impact students’ academic progress and retention.  The profile examination can reveal academic skill areas requiring an increased level of preparation.  The ACCUPLACER can also be used after students have received academic support to measure the effectiveness of support programs.  Considering the impact of college readiness/academic preparedness on student retention and progression through the college experience, the university may consider using ACCUPLACER results to help design academic support programs for specific populations.  Further investigation into additional use of the instrument is thus recommended.
The following tables provide a graphic presentation of fall 2009 ACCUPLACER results:

Table 1:  Average Reading Scores Obtained by Entering FSU Students – 7-Year Trend

Note:  National reference data were obtained from scores of 5000 entering college students in 1999.










Table 2:  Average Math Scores Obtained by Entering FSU Students – 7-Year Trend

Table 3:  Percent of Students Eligible for Academic Support in Reading                                                         (Based on ACCUPLACER Scores Only)

Note:  The score criteria for placement in reading support changed from <70 to <78 in Fall 2007.
Table 4:  Percent of Students Eligible for Academic Support in Math                                                        (Based on ACCUPLACER Scores Only)

Note:  the score criteria for placement in math support changed from <44 to <50 in 2007.
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