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Department of Educational Leadership & School Administration 
Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership (Ed.D.) 

Dear Prospective Student, 

Thank you for your interest in Fayetteville State University’s Department of Educational Leadership & 
School Administration (ELSA) Doctoral Program in Educational Leadership (Ed.D.). Applications are 
currently being accepted for the Fall 2027 cohort. All required materials must be received by April 
1, 2027. 

Admission to the Ed. D. program at Fayetteville State University is based on the potential of applicants 
to succeed as doctoral students and future educational leaders. A maximum of 20 students will be 
admitted into the program. 

A completed application consists of the following: 
� Graduate application and fee to the Admissions Office. 
� A Minimum graduate GPA of 3.50 or higher on graduate work. 
� Official transcripts of all college/university work to the Admissions Office. 
� GRE score no more than five (5) years old (waived if the student holds two (2) master’s degrees) 

to the Admissions Office. 
� A portfolio of professional growth emailed as a PDF document (to the ELSA Department). 
� Three professional letters of recommendation (not older than two years) to the Admissions 

Office. 
� A personal interview (scheduled by the ELSA Department when all documents are submitted) 
� An on-demand writing sample. (scheduled by the ELSA Department when all documents are submitted) 

� Complete all requirements for the safety review. The campus safety requirement will NOT be 
bypassed under any circumstances (contact the Admissions Office for additional information). 

The professional growth portfolio must include: 

� Resume/ CV 
� A Statement of Purpose 
� Evidence of leadership initiatives and potential (e.g., certificates, awards, 

achievements, research, publications, workshops, presentations, programs). Feel free to 
contact the ELSA Department for questions. 

Please email PDF portfolios to: 

Dr. Landon R. Hadley, CSAEd, and Mrs. Conesha Thomas 
lhadley@uncfsu.edu                             cthomas@uncfsu.edu          

Use the following in the subject line of your email: 
Example:  Subject:  Last Name, First Initial  Fall 2027 Ed.D. Applicant 

https://gradapply.uncfsu.edu/
mailto:lhadley@uncfsu.edu


Statement of Purpose Guidelines 

Please state your purpose in applying for a doctoral degree. Be sure to include your preparation for this 
field of study, research interests, and future career goals. Please specify why Fayetteville State University 
would be a good intellectual fit for you. 

The following are the guidelines for writing your essay: 
• Three to Four double-spaced pages 
• 12-point Times New Roman font
• 1-inch margins
• APA 7th edition format title page including your name, contact information, and date 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: What courses are offered? 

For the Higher Education Concentration, see below: 
Program: Educational Leadership, Higher Education Concentration, Ed.D. - Fayetteville State 
University - Acalog ACMS™ (uncfsu.edu)    

For the PK12 Concentration, see below: 
Program: Educational Leadership, PK-12 Concentration, Ed.D. - Fayetteville State University - 
Modern Campus Catalog™ (uncfsu.edu) 

Q:  Where do I request my transcripts from my old institutions? 
 Visit the Clearing House website to request transcripts. 
https://tsorder.studentclearinghouse.org/school/select        

Q:  How do I apply? 
Visit  Graduate Admission for the Ed.D. PK-12/Higher Education Program 
https://gradapply.uncfsu.edu/  

Q:  When will applicants be contacted after submitting their admission materials to  the 
Office of Graduate Admission? 
Once you submit your admission materials to Graduate Admission and forward your 
professional portfolio to ELSA, the Department of Educational Leadership and School 
Administration will contact you regarding the next steps. 

Applicants should regularly monitor their phone and email for updates. 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Facalog.uncfsu.edu%2Fpreview_program.php%3Fcatoid%3D23%26poid%3D4061%26returnto%3D2050&data=05%7C02%7Clhadley%40uncfsu.edu%7C2be5c25fa9f24697120408dc840272b0%7Cb2e1e6f464f148729da1ca8a9a7c41f7%7C0%7C0%7C638530393255474418%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SNjRf7bd3iSQU7N2tEQYwOatp%2BtYQwTcr4Z8%2BjFNZYU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Facalog.uncfsu.edu%2Fpreview_program.php%3Fcatoid%3D23%26poid%3D4061%26returnto%3D2050&data=05%7C02%7Clhadley%40uncfsu.edu%7C2be5c25fa9f24697120408dc840272b0%7Cb2e1e6f464f148729da1ca8a9a7c41f7%7C0%7C0%7C638530393255474418%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SNjRf7bd3iSQU7N2tEQYwOatp%2BtYQwTcr4Z8%2BjFNZYU%3D&reserved=0
http://acalog.uncfsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=23&poid=4119&returnto=2050
http://acalog.uncfsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=23&poid=4119&returnto=2050
https://tsorder.studentclearinghouse.org/school/select
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgradapply.uncfsu.edu%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clhadley%40uncfsu.edu%7C2be5c25fa9f24697120408dc840272b0%7Cb2e1e6f464f148729da1ca8a9a7c41f7%7C0%7C0%7C638530393255493140%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x86VaaazVtw8%2BQ5FaSIu8Lc%2FO%2FWzwAfnGFXxskHpjys%3D&reserved=0


Contacts 

Graduate Admissions 
Mrs. Melissa Wells 
Assistant Director, Graduate Admissions 
mwells@uncfsu.edu 
910.672.1412 

Department of Educational Leadership & School Administration
Mrs. Conesha Thomas 
Admin Support Associate 
cthomas@uncfsu.edu 
910.672.1731 

Dr. Landon R. Hadley, CSAEd 
lhadley@uncfsu.edu  
910.672.2319 

GRE-University Testing Services
Mr. Alvis Moore 
Director of University Testing  
Office of University Testing and Assessment Services 
Collins Administration Building, room 109A 
almoore@uncfsu.edu 
(910)672-1302

Financial Aid & Scholarships

Mrs. Na'Tiasia C. Rucinski 
Office of Scholarships & Financial Aid 
Student Service Specialist 
nmcclendon@uncfsu.edu 
910.672.1676 

Mr. Vincent Harris, Jr. 
Executive Director of Scholarships and Financial Aid 
Office of Scholarships & Financial Aid 
vharrisjr@uncfsu.edu 
910.672.3129 
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